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Slavery did not end 200 years ago. Slavery persists in the 

modern world. In a global economy, Australia is exposed to 

modern slavery. In particular Australian businesses may be 

exposed to the ancient slave-making systems which persist 

in the Inda-Asia-Pacific. There have also been cases of 

slave-making in Australia. The directors and managers of 

businesses in this country need to ensure they are not 

exposed to such practices in Australia or overseas. 

Directors and managers may be surprised to learn that they 

may be liable under Australian law if slavery is found in their 

supply chain, whether in Australia or in an overseas extension 

of the business. The potential liability is sobering: section 270.3 

of the Criminal Code Act 1995 (Cth) provides for a maximum 

penalty of imprisonment of 25 years for an individual convicted 

of an intentional slavery offence, and 17 years' imprisonment 

where the offence was committed recklessly. 
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These are severe penalties which reflect the fact that slavery 

is a crime against humanity. Unlike 'everyday' kidnapping or 

assault, one case of slavery is a crime against all humanity, 

because slavery is an affront to the dignity and freedom of all 

persons, everywhere. 

Australian law covers obvious practices which would reduce 

a person to slavery in a direct way, such as capturing a person 

or holding him or her, in effect, to express ownership over that 

person. Few Australian businesses would knowingly possess 

a slave or engage in slave trading. 

However a business can be exposed to slavery in ways that 

are indirect, opaque or obscure. 

Australian law goes beyond the obvious slave-making practices. 

Australian law embraces the possibility that a business 






